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भारत सरकार

आई-300, तीसरी मंजिल, टावर-1, वर्ल्ड ट्रेड सेंटर,

नौरोजी नगर, नई दिल्ली-110029

टेलीफोन नंबर 011-65218900-01

E-mail: registrar@pci.nic.in

Ref. No. 10-1/2014-PCI Pt-l

रतीय भेजी परिष

ARMACY COUNCIL OF IND

कामये दुःखतप्तानाम् प्राणिनामार्तिनाशनम्

PHARMACY COUNCIL OF INDIA

(Statutory body under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare)
Government of India

I-300, 3rd floor, Tower-I, World Trade Centre,

Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi-110029

Telephone No. 011-65218900-01

E-mail: registrar@pci.nic.in

All Institutions approved by PCI-

u/s 12 of the Pharmacy Act, 1948

for conduct of course

Sub: Seeking assistance in addressing the continued use of a scientifically
misleading and cruel animal test called the Forced Swim Test

compliance with PCl advisory on Forced Swim Test- non-

Ref: PCI circular Nos.1. 10-1/2002-PCI/3869-4376 dt. 3.6.2002.

2. 10-1/2002-PCI-/1659-17122 dt. 7.3.2013.

3. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/2934-3490 dt. 18.5.2004.

4. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/24101-25375 dt. 25.11.2009.

5. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/13377-15229 dt. 17.3.2011.

6. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/40704-42813 dt. 19.1.2012

7.10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/10845-12755 dt. 26.6.2013.

8. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/9959-11898 dt. 9.6.2014.

9. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/12904-14000 dt. 9.6.2014.

10. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/44985-47215 dt. 1.3.2016.

11. 10-1/2014-PCI-Pt-I/POLICY-14011/38/2025-

POLICY/99/2025 dt. 4.4.2025.

Sir/Madam

With reference to the subject cited above, please find enclosed herewith a copy of
letter dt. 19.12.2025 received from Scientist and Research Policy Advisor, People

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India, which is self explanatory.

This is for urgent necessary action.

Yours faithfully Digitally signed by
ANIL MITTAL

Date: 30-01-2026

14:41:17(ANIL MITTAL)

Registrar-cum-Secretary
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POLICY-14011/38/2025-POLICY

CC to-

Dr. Anjana Aggarwal
Scientist and Research Policy Advisor

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals India

PO Box-28260 Juhu,

Mumbai- 400049 (Maharashtra)

E.Mail: info@petaindia.org
This is in reference to your letter dt. 19.12.2025.
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Ref. No. 10-1/2014-PCI Pt-I 
   POLICY-14011/38/2025-POLICY I/99/2025 

 
All Institutions approved by PCI- 
- u/s 12 of the Pharmacy Act, 1948 
- for conduct of course 
 

Sub: Seeking assistance in addressing the continueduse of a scientifically misleading 
and cruel animal test called the Forced Swim Test. 

Ref: PCI circular Nos.1. 10-1/2002-PCI/3869-4376 dt. 3.6.2002. 
2.10-1/2002-PCI-/1659-17122 dt. 7.3.2013. 
3. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/2934-3490 dt. 18.5.2004. 
4. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/24101-25375 dt. 25.11.2009. 
5. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/13377-15229 dt.17.3.2011. 
6. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/40704-42813 dt. 19.1.2012. 
7. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/10845-12755 dt. 26.6.2013. 
8. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/9959-11898 dt. 9.6.2014. 
9. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/12904-14000 dt. 9.6.2014. 
10. 10-1/2002-PCI-Pt-I/44985-47215 dt. 1.3.2016. 

Sir/Madam,  

With reference to the subject cited above, please find enclosed herewith a copy of letter dt. 
20.1.2025 received from Science Policy Advisor People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
India, Maharashtra, which is selfexplanatory& for necessary action at your end.  

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(ANIL MITTAL)    
Registrar-cum-Secretary  
CC to - 
Dr. Anjana Aggarwal  
Science Policy Advisor  
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals India 
PO Box-28260 Juhu,  
Mumbai- 400049 (Maharashtra)  
E.Mail: info@petaindia.org 
  
 
 
 

ANIL 
MITTAL

Digitally signed 
by ANIL MITTAL 
Date: 2025.04.04 
12:34:32 +05'30'



 

 

20th January 2025  

  

Dr. Montu M.Patel 

President PCI 

O/o of PCI President 

Pharmacy Council of India 

NBCC Centre, 3rd Floor, 

Plot No.2, Community Centre 

Maa Anandamai Marg 

Okhla Phase I 

New Delhi – 110020 

 

Via post and email: presidentpci2718@gmail.com  

  

Dear Dr. Montu M.Patel,  

 

On behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India and our more 

than 2 million members and supporters, I am writing to urge the Pharmacy Council of 

India to take leadership in modernizing and humanizing education and research 

practices by adopting policies that replace cruel animal experiments with advanced, 

non-animal methodologies. With growing awareness of animal welfare and 

advancements in technology, now is the perfect time for the Pharmacy Council of 

India to drive meaningful change in academic institutions and research settings across 

India. 

Over the last decade, progressive decisions by other regulatory bodies—such as 

banning dissection and animal experimentation in undergraduate and postgraduate 

zoology and life sciences courses—have saved millions of animals annually while 

promoting compassionate education and innovation. Inspired by these 

achievements, I am writing to urge the Pharmacy Council of India to adopt a 

policy banning the use of the forced swim test in academic institutions and 

research settings. 

 

The forced swim test, also known as the Porsolt swim test, involves dropping small 

animals, such as mice and rats, into inescapable tanks of water. Some experimenters 

claim that when animals spend more time floating (as opposed to trying to escape), 

they’re more “depressed”—despite evidence to the contrary—and often use the test in 

an attempt to model human depression or test antidepressant drugs. In reality, the 

forced swim test is not scientifically credible and is deliberately cruel. It has already 

been abandoned or banned outright by most of the world’s major pharmaceutical 

companies and a number of academic institutions and government jurisdictions (See 

Annexure A for details). Please also see the enclosed 2022 report titled, “The 

Invalidity of the Forced Swim Test,” drafted by PETA US, for evidence detailing 

scientific and ethical considerations supporting a move away from this flawed 

experiment.  

 

In the Indian context, where there is a growing awareness and concern for the ethical 

treatment of animals, Pharmacy Council of India can lead the way in adopting 

humane and progressive research practices under your leadership and expertise. We 

acknowledge the positive strides India has made in recognizing animal welfare as a 

significant aspect of scientific research and encourage Pharmacy Council of India to 



 

 

be at the forefront of this ethical shift. Such a commitment not only aligns with 

evolving ethical norms in scientific research but also sets a positive precedent for other 

institutions to follow. 

 

Given this compelling evidence, will you meet with us about this issue? Thank you, 

and I look forward to your reply. 

 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dr Anjana Aggarwal  

Science Policy Advisor 

PETA India 

 
Enclosures:  

Annexure A 

The Invalidity of the Forced Swim Test 

 



 

 

Annexure A  
Global Bans and Restrictions on the Forced Swim Test (FST) 

 
 July 2024: Three medical research funding charities the BMA 

Foundation,  Medical Research Scotland, and The Dunhill Medical 
Trust banned funding of future experiments involving FST.2 

 June 2024: La Trobe University (Australia) prohibited FST to 
model human depression, anxiety disorders, and their treatment.2 

 March 2024: The U.K. barred the use of FST a model of human 
depression and for studies of anxiety and its treatment, and 

3 

 March 2024: New South Wales (Australia) has enacted legislation 
making it illegal to conduct new FST.4  

 January 2024: The Australian Research Council prohibited 
funding any experiments that use FST to model human depression 

-
and their treatment.1  

 December 2023: The Australian National Health and Medical 
Research Council prohibited funding any experiments that use FST 

-like 
5  

 December 2023: The University of Western Australia confirmed 
2  

 December 2023: AgResearch, a New Zealand government 
research institute that oversees the use of animals in 
experimentation for more than 40 other institutions in the country, 
revised its legally-binding code of conduct to state that its ethics 

 FST.6 

 
2 People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). (2022, September). Victories! 
PETA Is Ending Near-Drowning Experiments on Animals. Retrieved August 22, 2024, 
from https://www.peta.org/features/peta-ends-near-drowning-tests-small-animals/ 
3 
Office, 01 Mar. 2024, pp. 1-8. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-on-
the-use-of-the-forced-swim-test-letter-from-lord-sharpe/letter-from-lord-sharpe-of-
epsom-responding-to-the-asc-forced-swim-test-report-accessible Accessed 8 Aug. 2024. 
4 
Forced Smoke  
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bill/files/18431/First%20Print.pdf Accessed 8 Aug. 
2024. 
5 Statement on the forced swim test in rodent models. NHMRC. 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/research-policy/ethics/statement-forced-swim-test-rodent-
models Accessed 8 Aug. 2024. 
6 NZAVS | Ending Animal Experimentation. "Huge Victory - AgResearch Bans the Use 
of the Forced Swim Test in NZ!" Huge Victory - AgResearch Bans the Use of the 
Forced Swim Test in NZ! - NZAVS | Ending Animal Experimentation Accessed August 
08, 2024 



 

 

 August 2023: Universidad del Valle (Colombia) banned FST.2  

 April 2023: 12 U.K. research universities Exeter, Newcastle,  
Brighton, Glasgow,  Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Nottingham, 
St. Andrews, Southampton, Warwick, and York stated they 
neither use FST nor intend to in the future.2 

 September 2022: Macquarie University (Australia) prohibited 
FST.2  

 May 2021: 1  

 April 2021: The University of South Australia stated FST will not 
be approved for any future research projects.2  

 September 2020: The University of Adelaide (Australia) stated it 
will stop using FST.2  

 June 2020: GlaxoSmithKline banned FST.2  

 January 2020: 
use FST.2  

 January 2020: Bristol Myers Squibb banned FST.1  

 November 2019: Bayer banned FST.1  

 October 2019: Pfizer banned FST.1  

 September 2019: Sage Therapeutics banned FST.1  

 August 2019: Novo Nordisk A/S stated it will ban FST.1  

 August 2019: AstraZeneca banned FST.1  

 July 2019: Boehringer Ingelheim banned FST.1  

 June 2019: Astraea Therapeutics stated it does not conduct or fund 
such experiments and has no intention of doing so in the future.1  

 June 2019: Roche Pharma banned FST.1  

 May 2019: NutriFusion confirmed it will no longer be involved 
with FST.2  

 April 2019: DSM Nutritional Products discontinued FST.2  

 March 2019: Johnson & Johnson banned FST.1 
 December 2018: AbbVie banned FST.1  

 



Bureau for Health and Education Status Upliftment <serviceheb@gmail.com>

To extend the duration of - PETA India - Health Education Bureau -- Memorandum
of Understanding
Dr. Anjana Aggarwal <aaggarwal@petaindia.org> Mon, Feb 16, 2026 at 12:03 PM
To: Bureau for Health and Education Status Upliftment <serviceheb@gmail.com>

Sir,

 

Please find attached the documents with two edits based on our conversation and one additional comment for your
consideration.

 

Thank you!

 

From: Bureau for Health and Education Status Upliftment <serviceheb@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2026 12:42 PM
To: Dr. Anjana Aggarwal <aaggarwal@petaindia.org>
Subject: Re: To extend the duration of - PETA India - Health Education Bureau -- Memorandum of Understanding

 

Ma'am,

[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

MOU draft with edits.docx
32K

8/12/26, 9:41 AM Gmail - To extend the duration of - PETA India - Health Education Bureau -- Memorandum of Understanding

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=a5ed489576&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1857262554560264354&simpl=msg-f:1857262554560… 1/1



 
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into this 8 May 2026, by and between: 

 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals India, having registered office at PO Box 28260, 
Juhu, Mumbai, India 400 049, represented by its authorized signatory, Poorva Joshipura, the 
Director (“PETA India”); 

 

and 

 
Principal Mentor, Dr. Dharmendra Ahuja, the authorized representative of the Bureau for Health 
and Education Status Upliftment (Constitutionally entitled as Health Education Bureau), having 
office at 55/20, Rajat Path, Mansarovar, Jaipur, Rajasthan (India) PIN-302020, (“HEB”) 
(collectively the “Parties” or singularly the “Party”). 

 
WHEREAS, PETA India is an animal protection organization registered under Section 25 of the 
erstwhile Companies Act, 1956 working to inter alia end the use of animals in dissection and 
experimentation; 

 
WHEREAS, HEB is an organisation which offers Experimental Pharmacology Software 
subscriptions that enable institutions (i.e. schools and universities) to teach pharmacology 
without using animals; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties wish to collaborate to provide institutions with free or reduced cost 
Experimental Pharmacology Software (“Collaboration”); 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in exchange for the mutual covenants contained in this MOU, the Parties 
understand and agree as follows: 

 

1. Subscriptions and Collaboration: HEB agrees to provide free one-year multi-user IP based 
or a 2.5 KM geo indexed periphery Experimental Pharmacology Software subscriptions to 
the first 10 institutions recommended by PETA India to HEB no later than 12 months from 
the date of this MOU (“Free Subscriptions”). For any institution recommended by PETA 
India beyond this threshold, HEB agrees to provide such institutions a 50% discount on all 
one-year multi-user Experimental Pharmacology Software subscriptions (“Discounted 
Subscriptions”). The Free Subscriptions as well as Discounted Subscriptions will provide 
institutions with access to all experimental models currently available on the Experimental 
Pharmacology Software. Against each Discounted Subscription, PETA India shall pay a 
sum of Indian Rupees Four Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty (INR 4,960) to HEB. HEB 
will also approach institutions about the Experimental Pharmacology Software 
subscriptions and will forward the names of interested institutions to PETA India for 
possible recommendation to HEB for Free Subscriptions or Discounted Subscriptions. 

 

2. Purchase Orders: To order Free Subscriptions or Discounted Subscriptions for 

institutions, PETA India must submit a purchase order containing the institution’s name and  

Docusign Envelope ID: D93AFE2D-8760-8F15-8108-78FE1CA1BBA2



 
 

contact by email to support@heb-nic.in. HEB will process purchase orders within 7 
business days of receipt of a purchase order. 
 

3. Support: Immediately after processing the Purchase Orders, HEB will provide installation 
and technical support to all the institutions, in respect of whom the Purchase Orders were 
raised. Institutions requiring support through the one year of their subscription term can 
avail HEB’s support by emailing HEB at support@heb- nic.in for assistance. HEB agrees 
to provide this support service to these institutions, even after the expiry of this MOU, if 
such institution’s one year subscription term goes beyond the Term of the MOU. 

 
4. Indemnification: The Parties shall comply with all laws relevant to this MOU and each 

Party assumes no liability to the other Party or to third parties with respect to the other 
Party’s actions or omissions in connection with the MOU. Each party (“Indemnifying 
Party”) agrees to indemnify and save the other party (“Indemnified Party”), its affiliates 
and their respective officers, directors, employees and agents harmless from any and all, 
damages, liabilities and costs (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) arising from the 
actions or omissions of the Indemnifying Party or its agents in connection with this MOU. 
HEB represents and warrants that Experimental Pharmacology Software is free from 
substantive defects in workmanship in materials and is suitable for its intended purpose. 
HEB understands that PETA India assumes no liability to HEB or to the institutions or 
other third parties with respect to the Experimental Pharmacology Software and its use, 
and HEB agrees to handle all issues arising from uses of the Experimental Pharmacology 
Software by the institutions and other third parties in accordance with its license 
agreements with those institutions and third parties. For clarity, HEB shall indemnify and 
save PETA India and its affiliates and their respective officers, directors, employees, and 
agents harmless from any and all damages, liabilities, and costs (including reasonable 
attorneys' fees) arising from the use of the Experimental Pharmacology Software by the 
institutions and other third parties. The terms in this paragraph shall survive the 
termination of this Agreement. 

 
5. Entire Agreement: This MOU represents the entire agreement and understanding of the 

Parties and supersedes any and all prior negotiations, agreements, and understandings. This 
MOU may not be modified in any manner other than by written agreement signed by the 
Party against whom the enforcement of the modification is sought. 

 
6. Severability: If any provision of this MOU is held to be unenforceable by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this MOU shall remain in full force 
and affect, and to this end, the provisions of this MOU are declared to be severable. 
 

7. Term and Termination: The term of this MOU shall commence on the date of execution 
and shall continue for a period of five (5) years from such date of signing of this MOU, 
unless terminated prior to the expiry on breach (“Term”). The Parties may extend the term 
of the MOU by mutual agreement in writing. In the event of a material breach of the terms 
of this MOU, the non-breaching Party may terminate this MOU upon 30 days’ prior written 
notice to the breaching Party. 
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8. Authority to Sign: Each individual signing below for the respective Parties represents and 
warrants that s/he is duly authorized to sign on behalf of and bind his/her Party to the terms 
of this MOU. 

 
9. Counterparts: This MOU is being executed in counterparts, each of which will be deemed 

an original, and all of which, together, will constitute one and the same instrument. 
 

10. Facsimile signatures shall be binding on the Parties and have the same effect as original 
signatures 
 

11. Jurisdiction: This Agreement is subject to the laws of India and the parties hereby submit 
to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts in Mumbai, India 

 
12. Dispute resolution: Any disputes arising from, in relation to or in connection with the MOU 

shall be notified by the claimant to the respondent in writing, following which the Parties 
shall make genuine attempts to resolve the dispute amicably within one month, which 
period may be extended by the Parties through mutual consent. In case the parties are 
unable to reach an amicable resolution within one month (or such extended time period as 
the Parties may agree upon) the dispute shall be referred to arbitration by a sole arbitrator 
to be appointed by the Parties by mutual consent. The seat and venue of the arbitration 
shall be Mumbai and the proceedings shall be as per the Mumbai Centre for International 
Arbitration Rules, 2016, as applicable at the time of commencement of the arbitration. 

 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, this MOU is executed by and on behalf of the Parties 
on the dates indicated. 

 

 

PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS INDIA 

 

Signature:   

 

Printed Name:   

 

Title: 

 

Date: 

 

 

HEALTH EDUCATION BUREAU 

 

Signature:   

 

Printed Name:   

 

Title: 

 

Date: 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: D93AFE2D-8760-8F15-8108-78FE1CA1BBA2

Director

6/5/2026

Poorva P. Joshipura

6/7/2026

Principal Mentor

DHARMENDRA AHUJA 


